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Invitation for research collaboration with members of EDEN  (European Distance and E-Learning Network)
Name of researchers: Dr. Tali Freund, Yakov Schwartz, Michal Shemesh, Hani Shilton, Tehila Sened
Affiliation: CET – Center for Educational Technology
Research topic: Computerized matriculation exams in Israel: Development, operation and evaluation
Abstract: 
The development and operation of computerized matriculation exams in Israel was initiated in 1999 in certain technological subjects, and in 2005 the matriculation exam in geography was also offered as a computerized one.

The CET exam center develops all the computerized exams for the Ministry of Education in Israel, and also develops the online tools that enable the schools to conduct the exams.  

In the summer of 2006, 2,909 students from 133 schools took computerized exams. 

In 2005 and 2006, the computerized exam in geography was accompanied by a formative evaluation conducted by CET’s assessment unit, which in this case compared the achievements of the students who had taken the computerized exam with those of the students who had taken the paper and pencil exam. In addition, attitudes of the participating students and staff towards computerized exams were examined, and the procedure of the exam itself was observed. 

The data reveal that the matriculation scores for those tested on the computerized questionnaire were higher than those taking the paper and pencil version, but this advantage was attributed to their previous achievements (the internal school grade) which were higher, rather than to the computerized exam itself. 

The students and staff expressed their general satisfaction with the preparation for the computerized exam. They were also satisfied with the technical support and the exam interface. Attitudes towards teaching, learning and assessment in a computerized environment were positive among the teachers and mixed among the students. 

Topics of collaboration: ______________

Contact information (e-mail): talif@cet.ac.il
