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Invitation for research collaboration with members of EDEN  (European Distance and E-Learning Network)
Name of researchers: Rikki Rimor, Ph.D ; Roni Reingold, Ph.D

Affiliation: The Open University  Of Israel. Dept. of Education and Psychology
Research topic: The relationship between instructor's scaffolding and students' metacognition in online academic course
* the research that was accepted for presentation in the Chais Conference
Abstract: 
This research studies the relationship between instructor's support and students' metacognitive thinking in an online academic course on democracy and multiculturism. The study aims to examine and characterize the nature of students' reflective thought processes in online forum, as well as to explore various types of support provided by the instructor. Seven hundred students' postings in the course forum were content analyzed using the metacognitive tool for analyzing students' reflections (Rimor & Kozminsky, 2001-2002). Students' reflections distributed among three metacognitive dimensions: Personal, Task, and Strategy. The instructor's postings were analyzed using a new tool for analysis of online "scaffolds", which was developed for this study. Analysis of instructor's support identified four types of scaffolds provided for the students in the forum: metacognitive, content-centered, structural, and technical support.

Data analysis reveals positive correlations between students' metacognitive dimensions and instructor's scaffolding types. Task dimension of students' metacognitive thinking was significantly correlated with all types of instructor’s scaffolding. Students' metacognitive dimensions were all correlated with content- support type of instructor’s scaffolding. The importance of metacognitive processes to learning in online environment has been considered and suggested previously. Our findings indicate statistical correlations between instructor's feedback and student's metacognitive response, and hence support their relationship in the forum.

Topics of collaboration: Publication only 
Contact information (e-mail): rikkri@openu.ac.il; reingold@netvision.net.il
