Wikis in academic courses: Models of usage and collaboration 

Edna Tal-Elhasid, Hagit Mishar-Tal

 ednata@openu.ac.il, , hagitta@openu.ac.il
Shoham  - The Center for  Technology in Distance Education
The Open University of Israel.
Wiki is an Internet application that allows quick and simple creation of web pages. It enables co-editing the content by various participants, and supports tracking tools for analyzing and understanding the evolution of the content. 

In this paper we present the outcomes of a project that took place at the Open University of Israel, focusing on integrating Wikis into distance learning in academic courses. The project started in the 2006 fall semester and we present results from the first year. 

16 courses from a wide range of disciplines participated in the Wiki project. Each of the course coordinators designed their own activity using the Wiki platform according to the course needs and pedagogic purposes. In concluding this period we can identify four models of usage with Wikis: Glossary building, Research projects, Text analysis and Question Answering. The Wiki activities, created by the course coordinators, produced different levels of collaborative work: from simply sharing of knowledge to more complex modes of collaborative work combined with peer assessment.

We can also identify three degrees of commitment to the on-line activities: Some of the activities were defined as a compulsory assignment, some were optional and the rest were an enrichment activity. The extent of participation in the Wiki activities was influenced by the level of commitment required. The participation in compulsory assignments was very high (90.2%) and in the voluntary assignments was very low (3.1%). The more obligatory and complex the activity was, the more complicated was the evaluation of the students' work. In order to help the course coordinators in planning and evaluating collaborative assignments, we designed a rubric tool aimed for effective evaluation.
