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Chais Research Center for the Integration of Technology in Education





Invitation for research collaboration with members of EDEN  (European Distance and E-Learning Network)
Name of researchers: Jean Vermel, Olzan Goldstein, Ziva Deutsch, Wafa Zidan, Tami Seifert, Sara Pe’er, Miri Shonfeld
Affiliation: The Mofet Institute

Research topic: The research that was accepted for presentation in the Chais Conference, 2007

Abstract:
Virtual conferences are a fairly new phenomenon, especially in the field of teacher education. Under the auspices of the Mofet Institute, two international online conferences were held, in 2001 and 2006, which were geared towards teacher educators in Israel and in the world.
 
Participation in a virtual conference constitutes a different experience than one which is face-to-face. This presentation will detail the results of research describing participants’ attitudes to the experience they underwent in the Second International Online Conference, “Opening Gates in Teacher Education; Meeting the Challenges in Education and Teaching,” which took place in February 2006. The research presented is based on written feedback given by the participants at the end of the conference, and deals with their attitudes and opinions about various aspects of the conference. This feedback dealt with the academic, pedagogical, organizational, technological and affective aspects of their experience. From the results, we can learn that online conferences constitute a new culture in themselves and that deepening our understanding of them will enhance the possibilities of technological integration in the 21st century.
Topics of collaboration: online conferences; teacher education
Contact information (e-mail) : olzang@macam.ac.il
