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Invitation for research collaboration with members of EDEN  (European Distance and E-Learning Network)
Name of researchers: Ina Blau and Avner Caspi
Affiliation: Open University of Israel
Research topic: Social presence and participation in asynchronous discussion groups
Abstract:
This study investigated the effect of three 'social presence' categories on students' willingness to participate in online discussion groups. A quantitative content analysis was used in order measure the levels of the three categories of social presence according to of the Community of Inquiry model (Garrison et al., 2000; Rourke et al, 1999) in two online discussion groups. A questionnaire measured the perceived social presence and the willingness to participate in these discussion groups. It was found that despite differences in amount of social presence between the two discussion groups students' perception of 'social presence' was similar. The willingness to participate in a discussion group was related to the level of perceived interactivity, but was unaffected by neither level of affective responses nor level of cohesiveness. This study suggests that social presence is not unitary construct. The data indicates that online instructors should promote high degree of interactivity between participants in discussion group more than affective communication or cohesive group references. 

Topics of collaboration: Social presence, Interactivity, Online learning, Asynchronous discussion, Cognitive presence
Contact information (e-mail): avnerca@openu.ac.il 
