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Abstract: The expansion of information resources in recent years challenges consumers with the need to employ critical thinking skills in reading news. Moreover, the co-existence of both printed and digital resources poses questions as to the ability of users to read news critically in multiple representation formats: the traditional printed and the digital, hypermedia-based newspaper formats. This research compares the critical ability of reading news in a print and a digital format, by two age-groups: high-school and college students. A variety of significant differences was found and is discussed in the paper. The most important finding is the better performance of the young participants (high school students) in reading digital news formats, and the better performance of the older participants (college students) in reading news in a print format. The paper discusses approaches for interpreting the results and for future studies. The Findings may provide designers, researchers and educators with useful guidelines for designing effective messages in the information age.

Topics of collaboration: We found a series of significant differences in our research, as follows:
· Print versus Digital Groups: Significant differences were found in all the major groups (H and C) and in all subject areas (except for sport in the C Group). Significant differences were also found in the sub-groups (i.e. HM, HF, CM, CF). However, the Print (P) – Digital (D) difference was not found significant in the Total participants, Total Male (M) and Total Female (F) Groups.

· High-School versus College Groups: Significant differences were found in the Total group (except sport), in the M Group (except sport and art) and in the F Group (except science). Significant differences were also found in the sub-groups: PM (except science), PF (except sport), DM, and DF (except art).

· Males versus Females Groups: Significant differences were found in the major groups Total, H, and C (except science), as well as in the sub-groups PH, PC (except science), DH, and DC.

There is a wide range of possible explanations for the observed differences, as briefly discussed in the paper. Due to the preliminary stage of our findings, we are unable to prefer one explanation over the other. We invite colleagues who can help in:

1. Better focus the explanations for the observed differences.

2. Suggest ideas for further research approaches which will refine our understanding of the reasons for the observed differences. 
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